James W. Michaels, editor of Forbes for 38 years

une I7, 1921 — Ot 2, 2007

James W. Michaels of
Rhinebeck, & native of Buf-
falo who was editor of the
business magazine Forbes
for 38 years, died Tuesday
in a New York City hospital
after a long illness, He was
86,

Beginning in 1054, Mr.
Michaels served for two
vears as Forbes' associate
managing editor, four
VTS 48 MAnaging editor,
3R years as editor and eight
years as vice president.

He edited more than 1,000 copies of Forbes,
pioneered the magazine’s grading of mutual
funds and helped create Forbes' list of the world's
wealthiest peaple.

More recently, Mr. Michaels helped launch
the “Forbes on Fox” television program and ap-
peared on it regularly,

Yet Mr. Michsaels' lasting reputation was that
of & tough, no-nonsense editor,

“Tt was always said that Michaels could edit
the Lord’s Praver down to six words and nobody
would miss anything," former Forbes writer
Richard Behar told the New York Times.

Although he left Buffalo in the 1950s, Mr, Mi-

chaels visited often and was a member of the
Canisius Coflege board of trustees from 2001 un-
til earlier this vear.

“He was deeply human man, someone you al-
ways enjoved being with,” said the Rev. Vincent
M, Cooke, president of Canisius, “He always had
iz owm angle.”

Mr. Michaels attended Buffalo's Lafayette
High School for ayearhefmeenmlhngm(}l.llver
(Ind.) Military Academy and then earning a de-
gree in economics from College.

Draring World War 11, Mr. Michaels volun-
teered for the American Field Service and was an
ambulance driver for the British army in India.
and Burma.

He then took a $35-a-week job with United
Prcss, where hr‘ covered the fight for ‘Ind.lan mrl&

his report on the m
nf\vla.hnmm l"m.ndh! Tun in many 1.5, newspa-
DETE.

After returning home, he was a reporter for
The Buffalo Evening News and a newspaper in
Jamestown before joining Forbes in 1954,

Surviving are his wife, Jean Briggs Michaels; a
daughter, Ann Frank; two sons, Robert and

James W. Jr.; a sister, Harriet Ellis; and a brother,
Alhert.

Services will be Monday in Marble Colleziate
Church, Fifth Avenue and West 20th Street, Man-
hattan. Burial will be in Rhinebeck.

— Peter Stmon




